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STUDENT WORK COLLECTION

9 Square Grid Problem, 1976-77

The Student Work Collection is a photographic archive of student design projects dating from the
1930s through the present. This material, which is the Archive’s core collection, documents over
4,800 student projects spanning more than eight decades of architectural pedagogy at The
Cooper Union. Much of the collection’s material consists of design studio work documented for
the exhibition and publication Education of an Architect: A Point of View (1971), and its second
volume, Education of an Architect (1988). Since then, the Archive has documented, on an annual
basis, exemplary student projects selected by faculty for inclusion in the collection. Project
documentation includes images of process drawings, final presentation drawings, model
photographs, and supplemental material. As a whole, these records provide a comprehensive
narrative of the School’s evolving and influential approach to architectural education. Unique
among schools of architecture, the collection is an important research asset for architecture
students, faculty, and scholars worldwide, and a vital educational resource for the School’s
student learning, faculty pedagogy, and public programming.

In 2016 the Archive initiated its Student Work Collection Digital Access Project, a five-year
project to preserve, digitize, and catalog the collection for web-based public access. This project
has been made possible by generous support from the Institute of Museum and Library Services,
a federal agency; the Leon Levy Foundation; the Metropolitan New York Library Council; and the
National Archives’ National Historical Publications and Records Commission. Phase | of the
project’s digital collections platform launched, in beta form, on November 13, 2019.

THE COOPER UNION
STUDENT ARCHIVES

Of the 4,800 student
projects archived,
spanning eighty years,
ten projects are
displayed on the website
header;

Lorna’s is one of the ten.

https://cooper.edu/
architecture/archive/
collections/student-
work




